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THE GUATEMALA TRAVELER: A
Concise History and Guide. 8y Selden
Rodman. Merediti: Prese. 127 pp. $5.95.

WARREX SLOAT

Mr. Sloai, a newspaper man who has pub-
lished in Liberation, Ramparts, the Satur-
day Review and other publications. is
gaihering material for a book on Guate-
mala.

~NEXT year Guatemala will Celehrule (he
fifieenth anniversary of s deliverance
from what Secretary of Siate John Foster
Dulles liked 1o call “the yoke of com-
munism.” 1 there is any celebration it
will be arranged where most of Guate-
mala’s affairs are arranged. in the United
Statex.

When the Central Intelligence Agency,
Ih{.‘e United Fruit Co.. and Guatemalan
rightists teamed up 1o overihrow the pro-~
gressive regime  of  President  Jacoho
Arbenz Guzman in 1954, it was hailed in
the United States av the first cold-war
victory. Lohbyists talked it up for inject-

the littic Central Amcncan nation

Wiu- Canomic miracle juice. What more
approp.. - showcase for the cormucopia
-of good rv  “ons with the United Stales
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3 ¢ rormation
of unions allowed; social security was
begun; Arevalo, an educator, threw him-
self into a flurry of school building and
literacy programs. While paying the oblig-
atory respects 1o these innovations, Rod-
man comes up with three points with
which to quibble: Arevalo grew critical
of the good old U.S.A., allowed Arbenz
to become President, and acquiesced in
the murder of armed forces chief, Fran-
CisCco Arana.

In making his case, Rodman ignores
the temper of U.S.-Guatemala relations
through the period—exemplified by U.S.
Ambassador Richard Patterson’s chronic
plotting 1o overthrow Arevalo—since 10
deal wilh it runs the risk that Arevalo's
growing anti-Americanism might make

benz, likewise, might be unnerving. To
link the killing of Arana to a cluster of
plots againsi the regime might damage
the argument.

Rodman accepts the tradition that
links the Arbenz regime, through a care-
ful sclection of facis. 10 communism,
There were no Communists in Arbenz's
cabinet, as even the most rabid anti-Com-
munist” writers have admitted, nor was
there anything remotely resembling com-
munism in his program. Though political
{reedoms continued and though the gov-
ernment concentrated on a restrained but
clfective agrarian reform program to ex-
propriate idle land on large estates, Rod-~
man calls it 2 "Dictatorship of the Left,”

Yeru despie considerabie wd, includ-
ing string pulling at the World Bank,
Guatemala “has known little but stagnant
dictatorship and corruption since 19547
av Dan Kurzman wrote in The Washing-
ion Postin 1966, Two Maryknoll priests,

calied it the next Vietnam. It has become
trupped in whiut the Guatemalin revolu-
tion, which ended with Arbenz's over-
ihrow, sought 10 eliminate: political re-
pression. illiteracy snd  landlessness,
ecanomic imperialism. :

One would: never know il, however,
from reading the latest work of Selden
Rodmun, former nemesis of nonrepresen-
tational art and now an author of non-
representational history. His factual er-
rors (such as making a colonel of Jorge
[Toriello. a civilian leader of the 1944 rev-
olution)  are evidences of his haste in
Lurning out his series on Latin America.
But more important is his blend of lib-
eral cant about the need for reform and
his attack on any authentic reform in a
hook suffused with the anti-Communist
nentality.

From the clection of Juan José Areva-
0 in 1945 until 1951, Guatemala under-
went a litile New Deal. A new constitu-
ion guaranieed civil liberties unprece-
Hented in most of Latin America: a labor

expelled for aiding leftist guerrillas, have

Meanwhile, according to Rodman's
seenario, United Fruit officials traveled in
sackcloth  and  ashes. “United Fruit's
“image’ could not be lived down by pen-
itence and good works.” he writes, “not
cven by giving its employees unprece-
dented social benefits™ {which the “now
all-powerful unions™ apparenily had not
thought to demand) nor “by giving up its
stock ownership in the International Rail-
ways of Central America to bury the
charge that it was a stockholder and pre-
ferred customer al the same time.”

Rodman has a habit of reducing plain
facts o "charges.” That the railway was
irreffect a subsidiary of the fruit com-
pany is pivotal to an understanding of
ne of Guatemala's central problems: in-
erlocking foreign control of basic trans-
ortation and communication.

Though the author spares no pains in
ctailing the company's selfless devotion
0 the people of Guatemala, Guatema-
ans enigmatically continue to hurl rocks
hrough the United Fruit Co. windows,
an we attribute this to ingratitude? Not
otally. Though Rodman refuses to allow
hat the Guatemalans may have a legiti-
ate grievance, he explains it by “psy-
hological™ factors—the [ruit company
xecutives live in larger homes, etc.

lo_ihe neatest trick of the book, Rod=

scnse, To examine the alternatives 1o Ar- 1
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